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T h e  Regional Information Report S e r i e s  w a s  established in 1 9 8 7  t o  
c a t a l o g  regional reports, a r c h i v e  data, o r  a c c o m m o d a t e  n e e d s  f o r  
p r e l i m i n a r y  c u r r e n t  information. 



VALUE OF GROUNDFISH T O  T H E  PORT OF KODIAK 

K o d i a k ' s  p r o m i n e n c e  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  t o p  f i s h e r i e s  
p o r t s  i s  w e l l  known.  K o d i a k  w a t e r s  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  m a j o r  h a r v e s t s  
o f  s a l m o n ,  c r a b ,  s h r i m p ,  a n d  h a l i b u t ,  b u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
g r o u n d f i s h  i s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  new f e a t u r e .  I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  
g r o u n d f i s h  h a v e  made  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  K o d i a k  i n  t w o  
w a y s .  F i r s t ,  t h e  e x - v e s s e l  v a l u e  o f  g r o u n d f i s h  now e q u a l s  o r  
e x c e e d s  t h a t  o f  c r a b ,  h a l i b u t ,  h e r r i n g  o r  o t h e r  s h e l l f i s h  
s p e c i e s .  S e c o n d ,  u n l  i  k e  K o d i a k ' s  o t h e r  p u l  s e - t y p e  f i s h e r i e s ,  
g r o u n d f i s h  p r o v i d e  n e a r l y  y e a r - r o u n d  h a r v e s t s ,  t h e r e b y  s e r v i n g  t o  
s t a b i l i z e  K o d i a k ' s  e c o n o m y .  

T h i s  r e p o r t  d e s c r i b e s  t r e n d s  i n  t h e  g r o w i n g  d o m e s t i c  
g r o u n d f i  s h  f i s h e r y  (DAP) , p a r t i  c u l  a r l y  f o r  t h e  s h o r e - b a s e d  
v e s s e l s  t h a t  d e l i v e r e d  t h e i r  c a t c h e s  t o  t h e  P o r t  o f  K o d i a k  i n  

1 1 9 8 8 .  T h e  d a t a  a r e  p r e l i m i n a r y  i n  t h a t  t o t a l  l a n d i n g s  a n d  p r i c e s  
i n  1 9 8 8  w i l l  n o t  b e  f i n a l i z e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s ,  b u t  t h e  t r e n d s  
i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h i s  memo w i l l  n o t  b e  g r e a t l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  u p d a t e d  
n u m b e r s  b e c a u s e  g r o u n d f i s h  c a t c h e s  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h  o f  D e c e m b e r  
d e c r e a s e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  N o t e  a l s o  t h a t  c a t c h e r - p r o c e s s o r  d a t a  
a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e s e  a n a l y s e s  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  
K o d i a k ' s  e c o n o m y  i s  much l o w e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  s h o r e - b a s e d  
v e s s e l s .  H a l i b u t  l a n d i n g s  a r e  a l s o  n o t  i n c l u d e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  
g r o u n d f i s h  1  a n d i n g s .  

P o r t  o f  K o d i a k  

I n  1 9 8 8 ,  K o d i a k  w a s  s e c o n d  o n l y  t o  D u t c h  H a r b o r  i n  
g r o u n d f i s h  l a n d i n g s  i n  A l a s k a  ( F i g .  1 ) .  T o g e t h e r  t h e s e  t w o  p o r t s  
p r o c e s s e d  o v e r  2 1 0 , 0 0 0  m e t r i c  t o n s  e q u a l i n g  85% o f  a l l  g r o u n d f i s h  
d e l i v e r e d  by s h o r e - b a s e d  v e s s e l  t o  34 p o r t s  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e .  
K o d i a k ,  by i t s e l f ,  p r o c e s s e d  2 8 %  o f  a l l  s t a t e w i d e  l a n d i n g s  a n d  
7 2 %  o f  a l l  G u l f  o f  A l a s k a  l a n d i n g s .  B o t h  K o d i a k ' s  a n d  D u t c h  
H a r b o r ' s  d o m i n a n c e  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  i s  d u e ,  i n  p a r t ,  t o  t h e  h i g h -  
v o l u m e  p o l l o c k  f i s h e r i e s  n e e d e d  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  t w o  s u r i m i  p l a n t s  
i n  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  p o r t s .  

G r o u n d f i s h  l a n d i n g s  a t  K o d i a k  h a v e  g r o w n  s t e a d i l y  i n  r e c e n t  
y e a r s  t o  a l m o s t  1 9 0  m i l l i o n  p o u n d s  ( 8 2 , 0 0 0  m e t r i c  t o n s )  i n  1 9 8 8  
( F i g .  2 ) .  T h i s  f a r  s u r p a s s e s  c o m b i n e d  c a t c h e s  o f  a l l  o t h e r  f i s h  
a n d  s h e l l f i s h  s p e c i e s  a t  K o d i a k  ( F i g .  3 ) .  P r o j e c t i o n s  f o r  1 9 8 9  
s h o w  e v e n  g r e a t e r  i n c r e a s e  i n  g r o u n d f i  sh d e l  i  v e r i  e s  c o m p a r e d  t o  
t h e  o t h e r  c o m m e r c i a l  s p e c i e s  h a r v e s t e d  a t  K o d i a k  ( T a b l e  1 ) .  

T h e  e s t i m a t e d  e x - v e s s e l  v a l u e  o f  K o d i a k ' s  g r o u n d f i s h  g r e w  t o  
a b o u t  $ 2 5  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  1 9 8 8  ( F i g .  4 ) .  W h i l e  t h i s  e q u a l e d  



t h e  a v e r a g e  annual v a l u e  of Kod iak ' s  salmon l a n d i n g s  i n  r e c e n t  
y e a r s  (1980-1987) ,  i t  was c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  than  t h e  r e c o r d  high 
v a l u e  r e c e i v e d  f o r  salmon i n  1988 ( F i g .  5 ) .  However, t h e  1988 
v a l u e  of g r o u n d f i s h  equa led  o r  exceeded t h e  e x - v e s s e l  v a l u e s  f o r  
king c r a b ,  Tanner c r a b ,  Dungeness c r a b ,  h a l i b u t ,  h e r r i n g ,  and 
o t h e r  s h e l l f i s h  landed i n  Kodiak.  When h a l i b u t  a r e  added t o  t h e  
g r o u n d f i s h  c a t e g o r y ,  t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  of g r o u n d f i s h  c l imbs  t o  $47 
m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  in  1988. 

The major  g r o u n d f i s h  s p e c i e s  landed a t  Kodiak were p o l l o c k  
( 5 5 %  mf l a n d i n g s  by w e i g h t ) ,  P a c i f i c  cod ( 3 3 % ) ,  f l a t f i s h  s p e c i e s  
( 6 % ) ,  and s a b l e f i s h  ( 5 % ) .  Ca tches  and v a l u e s  of  t h e s e  s p e c i e s ,  
a n d  h a l i b u t ,  a r e  shown i n  F i g u r e s  6  and 7 .  S a b l e f i s h ,  p o l l o c k ,  
and P a c i f i c  cod were of s i m i l a r  e x - v e s s e l  v a l u e  i n  1988,  each 
be ing  w o r t h  about  8 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  

I n  t e rms  of t o n n a g e ,  most d e l i v e r i e s  t o  Kodiak p r o c e s s o r s  
were from bottom and midwater t r a w l e r s  (87%)  compared t o  
l o n g l i n e r s  (12%)  and o t h e r  g e a r  t y p e s  ( 1%)  ( F i g u r e  8 ) .  

f The number of g r o u n d f i s h  v e s s e l s  t h a t  made d e l i v e r i e s  t o  
Kodiak i n  1988 ranged from 60-180 v e s s e l s ,  depending  o n  t h e  
s p e c i e s  d e l i v e r e d  ( F i g .  9 ) .  P a c i f i c  cod and s a b l e f i s h  were t aken  
by t h e  l a r g e s t  number of v e s s e l s  p a r t l y  because  t h e s e  s p e c i e s  
were caugh t  by b o t h  m a j o r  g e a r  t y p e s ,  l o n g l i n e r s  and t r a w l e r s ,  in  
1988. 

In summary,  Kodiak  h a s  b e n e f i t e d  g r e a t l y  from t h e  
" A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n "  of A1 a s k a ' s  g r o u n d f i s h  f i s h e r i e s .  Groundf ish  
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x e r t  a  s u b s t a n t i v e  and s t a b i l i z i n g  i n f l u e n c e  o n  
Kodi a k ' s  economy, n o t  on ly  because  r i c h  g r o u n d f i  sh r e s o u r c e s  
abound i n  t h e  Kodiak a r e a ,  b u t  a l s o  because  g r o u n d f i s h  a r e  a  
mu1 t i - s p e c i e s  f i s h e r y ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of some 20 or more commercial 
f i s h  s p e c i e s  or  s p e c i e s  g r o u p s .  The f i s h e r y  should  t h e r e f o r e  be 
s u s t a i n a b l e  d e s p i t e  i n e v i t a b l e  changes in  t h e  abundance of 
i n d i v i d u a l  s p e c i e s .  



Table 1. Pounds of fish and shellfish delivered to and processed 
by shore-based plants in the Kodiak Borough, 1988 (preliminary) 
and 1989 (projected). Data pertain mostly to the Port of Kodiak 
although relatively small catches from other ports in the Borough 
are included. Landings from catcher-processors and motherships 
are not included. Data compiled as of 12/15/88 by ADF&G staff: 
L. Malloy (finfish), L. Watson (groundfish), and A. Spalinger 
(shellfish) . 

KODIAK BOROUGH 
1988 Preliminary 1989 Projected 

Species Landinus (lb) Landinus (lb) 

GROUNDFISH 
Pollock 
Pacific cod 
Flatfish 
Sablef ish 
Other 
Sub-total 

HALIBUT (dressed) 18,000,000 17,000,000 

SALMON 
Kings 
Reds 
Coho 
Pinks 
Chums 
Sub-Total 

HERRING 
Sac-Roe 
Food/Bait 
Sub-Total 

CRAB 
King 
Tanner 
Dunueness 
Sub-Total 

MISC. SHELLFISH 
Scallops 
Shrimp 
Sea Urchins 
Octopus 
Clams 
Sub-Total 

TOTAL POUNDS PROCESSED 298,805,820 356,877,300 



1 4 0 , 0 0 0  GROUNDFISH LANDINGS AT ALASKA PORTS 
- 

120,OOG- \ 1 DUTCH HARBOR 
DUTCH 

- 
HARBOR 

2 KODIAK 

100 ,000 -  3 AKUTAN 
4 SEWARD 

- 
5 SITKA 

80,OOC- KODIAK 6 SAND POINT 

- 1 7 PETERSBURG 

6 0 , 0 0 0 -  
8 YAKUTAT 

9 CORDOVA 
- 

1 0  PETERSBURG 
40,000- 1 1  KING COVE 

- 1 2  CHlGNlK 

1 3  KETCHIKAN 

14 PELICAN 

1 5  HOMER 
I I I I I I I I I I I J I I / I I I I ~ I I I I I  

1 2  3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 0  12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 

F i g u r e  1. G r o u n d f i s h  l a n d i n g s  by d o m e s t i c  s h o r e - b a s e d  v e s s e l s  a t  
34 A l a s k a n  p o r t s ,  1 9 8 8 .  H a l i b u t  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d .  
( D a t a  s o u r c e :  NMFS f i s h t i c k e t  d a t a b a s e ,  1 2 / 2 7 / 8 8 )  



PORT OF KODIAK 

GROUNDFISH DELIVERIES 

Figure 2. Groundfish deliveries by domestic shore-based 
vessels at the Port of Kodiak, 1983-1988. Halibut are 
not included. (Data sources: ADF&G annual shellfish 
reports; NMFS and ADF&G fishticket databases, 
12/15/88) 
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GROUNDFISH SALMON HALIBUT CRAB HERRING OTHER 

Figure 3. Fish and shellfish landings by domestic shore-based 
vessels at Kodiak, 1988. (Data sources: NMFS and 
ADF&G fishticket databases, 12/15/88) 
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Figure 4. Ex-vessel value of groundfish landings at Kodiak 
by domestic shore-based vessels, 1983-1988. Halibut 
are not included. (Data sources: ADF&G annual 
shellfish reports; NMFS and ADF&G fishticket 
databases, 12/15/88) 



PORT OF KODIAK, 1988 

EX-VESSEL VALUE 

SALMON GROUNDFISH CRAB HALIBUT HERRING OTHER 

Figure 5. Ex-vessel value of fish and shellfish landings at 
Kodiak by domestic shore-based vessels, 1988. 
(Data sources: NMFS and ADF&G fishticket databases, 
12/15/88) 



PORT OF KODIAK, 1988 

GROUNDFISH DELIVERIES 

POLLOCK P. COD HALIBUT FLOUNDER SABLEFISH OTHER 

Figure 6. Groundfish landings by species, including halibut, at 
Kodiak in 1988. (Data sources: NMFS and ADF&G 
fishticket databases, 12/15/88) 
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Figure 7. Ex-vessel value of groundfish species, including 
halibut, at ~ o d i a k  in 1988 .  Values were determined 
using the approximate price per pound for each 
species as indicated above. 



CENTRAL GULF OF ALASKA, 1988 

TRAWL LONGLINE POT OTHER 

Figure 8. Groundfish landings by gear type at Kodiak, 1988. 
(Data sources: NMFS and ADF&G fishticket databases, 
12/15/88) 



PORT OF KODIAK, 1988 

VESSEL PARTICIPATION 

P. COD SABLEFISH POLLOCK ROCKFISH FLOUNDER OTHER 

SPECIES DELIVERED TO PORT 

Figure 9. Number of domestic shore-based vessels that made 
deliveries of particular groundfish species t o  
Kodiak in 1988. (Data source: NMFS fishticket 
database, 12/27/88) 
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